Three Too [Mlany.

It was in ope of the large stores up (oW
that 1 suw the willow chalel nothing at all
remarkable, as chalrs go, but =0 drowsy
looking that For the momeot | stomd gazing
T ovulid just see iy Jock's bsodsome blonde
head against Lthe brosd, high back, and
that settled it.  The order was placed,
the chair 1o be deliversd December 24,

My own people are the good, ald-fiash-
foned kKind, strictly church-golng. anid who
stein to care for potlilng further in the
way of breaks in the mooolony of thelr
countey Hves. We ns sinall chiilnen were
rigidly made 1o “toe the mork,” sahl mark
being invariably a straight one. Perhaps
this s why when we did pol come (o the
point  of warrying we somchow were
chosvn by the gavest, lvellest, and best-
patured fellows of all the college set.

However this may be, Jack amd 1 hod
bwsen ome year in our own irtle flat, not
w0 Tar from Broodway bat that bhe could
easily reach the store by 8o, m., aml thnt s
mare, having golten along fMimously to-
gether. His father sl mother were coti-
tug for over Christmas, aml, of vourse, 1
was in a whirl of anxious preparation long
wfore the tharousily expericoced house-
wile woulll have given her dinoer o thought,

Bur, to petarn to the willow chalr,  When
wiromoves] luto onre Tive rootus thisge was
vopy litthe 1o m We were quile sobis-
flesd with the & of adiding to our stock
ws-we wenl along, aml In this way our
parier wos nol nearcly crowded. thooeh,
with. a falr #hare of artistle mste in ar-
ranging, It

The clerksorl th ore (Jack just m has
the management, the head of the fiom e
Ing in Catsa, and the men ke him.) were
evidentiy piottineg sodne dire evil, which
we hopedl woold pot take the form of
pickle casters (we only recelved sight os
wedding sy, and o really fine plctore
woulil s belp ont betwesn the fireplnee
and the Frool window. The Binds, Jack's
proapie. woull be sure fo remetuber us, aml
In arrapging aud changing, in soticipoa-
tion, wo did spemd n most delighiful week.
woeek.

Th willow chair was ordercd for the
afterooon befors Christinas, W make sure
of no mistake, and thot T might honve

ample thone o deckds gpon The shiade of
ribbon nml o make the stoaning bows,
Tt arrived just an [ was getting my pillows
into thelr best hemestitchs] cases, ready
for the folling bed (the best we could do
In our spug guarlers in the way of ac-
cormmodation), amd doing the littde things
that adlwayvs come With amoteur cnler-
tnining.

Jack came home earlier than usunl. at
430 o'clock for dioner. The rush was
Bo great al Lhe store that he had enly tme
Tuf f bite from one of he Fresh Christmas
pies. Tell father 1o walk down (o 1he
store when he comes; T oan't leve Loomieet
them ot Lhe station, and the dear old chap
will get the fiigets if e sits oll the
everdng cooped ap with you wornen. ol
By, Heth; don's gel prostration, please, nntil
afer the presenls are pakil for. There will
b nothiong Jeft for Dr, Strong—and. oh,
ses. [ thought there was something | want-
ed lw say, The Tellows were oot Lhis
poon n oo bwdy and my only hops §s that
thes haven't crampesd thelr own Cliristmas
purs=e=. We must fnvite tiem s L even-
ing for a rorebil and o ke’ And
with this my siX-footer turns up his ooat
collar bigh coough (o lmpesde afl further

conversation, sertles his hat by puiling
the back amd front ab the same thme aml
sirldes away. leaving me with pleasant
thomais of how Hithe e really expects
atnyiling of me and of bow much we shall
buth enjoy the pretty chalr

e eiveiric bedd tokles (o upon my -
hiviss, and, upon siswering G umnons, I
siumive over in the narrow hallway. My
cliair by s sirapge frenk moved out
boeve and strippesd of lis gay ribbons, It is
hol Mor s morenls that 1 make out the

tetoard sittachied: “For Mr. and Mrs

i L. Bird, from the boys, with Merrs

Christtmns,"*

Ii s pot, therefore, my chairat all. yet

how stramee JC svems. thiat ese clerks
shoufd, with all the styhes displayed, have
el the exact dugdlic : bar 1 lave
thne to plivee It with my own in the
or and Lo grevt my guests, Wi arrive

ifler, tired nod chilled from their ride
In haif-ieated cars,

When I tave them settled at the table,
3 thele hor enffee, Father Bird says:
siznbeth, I don'™t want to spoil the fon,
I~ it 1 think we bivd better tell you that our
proscol s onthe way.,  We bnd quite a time
treing o make out just what would please
both of vou best,  Mother sald thes o
can v Lo many chodrs, and this on
ns comfortabde 1 don't muke "om all
it way nowadays) a3 it s good (o Jook
at, Therel 1 declans IF 1hat 807 the ex-
Prossmsn now: surprised hitnselr for onee
by being on Ume."*

1 respond (o twe doorbell, Dat the man is
hetf-way down the steps, and the chair
whivh confronts me, as 1 tum from the
froot door, 15 as like (e other two chairs
as it ds possible to be. Not @ scroll wre rod
differs, amd, were it pot for the dear old
people dpside, 1 could drop into it and
oy beartlly.  Hut this won't do at all
w0 ¥ pilace it ir line with the other wo and
€0 binek to the talle, where I hope to be fors

5

given the whadesale fits 1 iel in fosnawl-
edegment of thelr Kindness, ete.
I give Jack's mossige (o hits tather. aml

bes tnking a cigar (o smoke on the way
Blarts oul, impaticed 10 meet thot boy ol
his, leaving mother aod me to settle dowa
for o oice visit. It is very neoar 1O o'clocke
aml I am beginning to lsten for a weli
known foolstep, Whem again the boell
slartles us. Who can it Le Gt this hour
Has anyilbing gone wrong at the stcre
1 remdly expect when I open the door, rem
Lling. to Hod an ambulance outs de, &

some horrihle message, S0 moch Lhere |

to happen in oar crowided city strecis

lustead of eltlier cnlamity 1 find o
Lirge Mirpiture van has stoppedl oulside,
ad, as e man shoves in a willow clinir
wilh the retoark thar “all charges are
pahil” 1 pass my hand acToss my eyes |
sgoec iF 1 am really awake, aml stamd gox
ing, for the chair is <o nearty o twin to the
othersthat Lam gquiteat o loss to distinznist
thermm ysed wien [gel tiemintherow, Wit
more than (ills my little parlor. The cas
reads, “Merry Christfhas, from Jack.”  As
the two men Tollw closely, T have just
o think to myself, “Must I make bo
for all'

When Jack and T are in our own room, hie
in the midst of his wrigglings to get at that
shirt cellar button, placed, as he remarks,
*>schwre  the India robber contortioonist
couldn’t reach i, Jack says: “Bay, ‘Heih
what miude you Jook so hysterical (onlght
as we ciune in? Did 1 foregt (o send up any-
thing? Rewember 1 tried to gel you to
make out a Ust. IHd you ogt e cliair? I
have been out guite o lintle lately collecting.
and kave scen none like it Stedrns, who
sold it to me, says iU's & unlgue pattern, im-
ported, and that the maisulactire of this
particular style has been stopped, evenon the
uther side. Bo you can be sure, dear,
that when Mre. De Long calis next sime nnd
wizes you gp through ber lorgoetie, that she
won't find a duplicate of this chair, tol éven
on Filth avenue.

I Bave pot the heart on Chrlstmas eve (o
dampen the dear buy s enthusinsio. aad, for
opee; it mnust be allowed, o worman con luld
her tongue, LUl BEXT Morning we used the
upen fire lu Wie parlor, and Jack belog home

5

was not so forlorn, after all. |
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must build it.  As he opens the door © stand
just behiod, and the Kindlings, shinvings and
pine rugs fall to the rug, as of fio aocount,

“Well, if this don’t bear all!  Don't be
cruel enouwgeh o el me that m awnke, ool
that we, o family of two ,worths souls, in
dire peed of writing desk, chiffonler, Lall
rick, fapcy Gable and ut least two gowd
pict rees, shoold find ourselves possessed of
four willow cluties of precisely the same poat-
Lerp.*"

1 am just egunl to the occasion, and give
the desired informat jon, but of eonrse I aun
wicked enough toadd tial the mannlacturer
of this particular style of clullr has beeo
closed, “even on the other side.”” Where-
upon we declde io to be the Dest possible way
out for us.—Troy Times,

-
How Sals Pralsed Barounm.

I remember belng at o remarka ble dinoer
ziven to the Jate Mr. P, T. Barnum at the
Hotel Victoria, in Northumberland avene,
on the occasion of the last visit of the
fumcus showman to Engioml.  Mr. George
Augustus Baliv prespled. o the rev oo
riotiy, Where all were waltiug to weliotse
e gaest of the eveniog, M r. Baryum cage
in waming aml. shaking hands with the
vhairman, sail, with a strong Yaoukee ace
coepts  This B Indeed a surprise te me,””
“Did you hear that?” Mr. Bala whispered
to me; “why, be arcanged for the dinoer
bilruselLf.

There can be oo harm i telling the story,
a8 Mr. Barnum himseif, whn pulilicly put
firrwand his clalm to be ackoowledgsd a
humbitnge, would doulitless have chuckled on
tearing it told of him in his lifetime. At
the dinoer which followed. Mre. Salo waa
s exeellent form.  The gist of his sjcech
wWus this--thot every great man is o show-
man.

“We have had,” he sald, “Alexander
Barpum, Julivs Cavsar Barnum, Haonibal
Barnum, Napoleon Bonaparte Birnuu. But
et me tell you, gentlemen, that the shows
of all these Barnums, splendid o8 they were,
il ovrtaln drawbacks, They made widows

ol orphans. Now. my feiend  Phineas
T. Barnum I8 a totally different sort of
showman, It is he who reJolees the Hearts
of the widow and the orpban aml of all
who go to see his wonderfol displays**

Allthis may not seein very remickable in
ihe feading, but dellversd, as it was, with

n air of inlense carnestness, that seomel
to chadlenge any ove to mortal combat whe
diared to dispute the validity of the great
truths now for the first time confiled to
(e workd, set us all off In convalsions of
werriment, ambl which the speaker, save
for f merry { whikle of the eve, Inoked as
ator g judge.—London Times,
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Dvmbly Useful.
tine Clirlstmuns tree you have,

“Yex, Isn’ r. T I wonied an evergioen (o
1t on my bushand's grave and thought
a it eromomize by first uslog itat home.*
—Chicago Reconl
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greater than the above snake conundrum.

The Protlem is this:—These three snakes,
equal size, begin swallowing each other and keep on
swallowing, all at an equal rate of speed. What will be
the final condition of things ?
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Walter J. Boyce, First and N. Y. ave,
nw.
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nw,

Frank Smith, 4th and G ow.

A. B. McCloskey, 1312 Seventh nw.

R. W. Duffy, Ninth and N nw.

F. M. Criswell, Seventh and T nw.

Edmonds & Williams, Third and Pa.nw.
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Mt. Vernon Pharmacy, Niath and N.
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G. A. Bentiey, 14th and Corcoran nw,

Offut & Blumer, Fourteenth and U nw.

J. Louis Krick, 17th St. and Pa. Ave.

Geo. B, Lockbart, 1344 32d St, Georget'n.
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THE TIMES

Has established the foliowing Branch Agencies, where
Want and Liner Ads will be received at the same rate—one
cent a word—as at the head office:

M. McRulty, 1336 Fourteenth ow.
H. Hage, 2153 Pa. ave. nw.

Daniel D. Mulcahy, N, Cap. and I sta.
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rewanl for & caae of 1) ¥YEpepsia or
grstion that cannot be cured with

A
The

—B&n ake nnuuhl
.'Olg LE n‘_‘ hd

&nd see the tn-ubnwu W working urder.
!m.nld s Bird IIMI Ph. Animal Siores, T1¥
:un;t ;w -8 1221 Pas.ave

LOST—Baturday moeming on 8:20 train
Irom Alexamdra or near Penna. de;

d fur boa, stoone marten.  Finder will be re
warded on colpmuniciting. with W, P
t‘,lu VES, 623 8. Fairfax at., AJo-x.xrulrl‘ln.

t

} LOBT—-! My Degvuber 26, negr 15th and

st=., i sl fox termer; while hody
od l,r-mu hend. Libeml reward I res
mrm-d to 1927 G st 1t

Fl)l’ \D.

FOUND—M my store, op m:lnn‘l.u . the
. 0 pocRetliook contining 4 =uin of
i .-\.-_ owner can get same by proving
property. Tl PICKFORTD, 924 La.ave. 1f
FOUND-The Maltsse cat advertised

in Tunes ol lwee. . MRS FAGE. 5156
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